[Abducens palsy due to unruptured aneurysms of the internal carotid artery in a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus].
We report a rare case of unruptured aneurysms in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). A 28-year-old female who had suffered from SLE for 5 years was admitted to our hospital because she noticed diplopia three weeks before. She presented with left abducens palsy on admission. CT scans revealed intracranial multiple calcified lesions. MRA and the cerebral angiography showed multiple saccular aneurysms from the cavernous segment to the petrous segment of the left internal carotid artery (ICA). These findings suggested that left abducens palsy was related to cranial nerve compression due to the aneurysm at the cavernous segment of the left ICA. As balloon occlusion test for 15 minutes of the left ICA with 99mTc-HMPAO SPECT was tolerable, the patient underwent the endovascular trapping of multiple aneurysms from the cavernous segment to the petrous segment of the left ICA with detachable coils. Postoperative course was uneventful and left abducens palsy fully recovered. She was discharged with no neurological deficits. This is the first report presenting left abducens palsy due to unruptured aneurysms in SLE. We summarized the previous reports of cerebral aneurysms in SLE.